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Editorial 

You  will  read  about  two  different  types  of  outreach  in  this 
issue.  One  is  to  tell  others  about  Quakers  with  the  idea  that 
they  might  join  our  community.  The  other  is  to  talk  to  mem- 
bers of  a different  faith  community  to  let  them  know  about  us. 

Warren  Ostrom's  monthly  meeting  is  on  the  edge  of  a large 
university.  He  has  developed  a plan  to  bring  the  meeting  to 
that  university,  to  make  certain  that  potentially  interested 
people  there  are  aware  of  what  the  meeting  is  like  and  what  it 
has  to  offer.  He's  looking  for  people  who  are  already  Quakers 
but  don't  know  it. 

Annis  Bleeke  is  talking  about  Friends  to  members  of  an- 
other denomination,  not  with  a desire  to  bring  them  into  the 
fold,  but  to  let  others  know  what  we  are  like. 

I think  there  is  a lot  that  Friends  can  learn  from  both  of 
them.  Warren  gives  us  some  ideas  for  reaching  out  to  others. 
Annis  reminds  us  of  who  we  are.  You  may  never  find  yourself 
giving  a presentation  about  Friends  to  another  church,  but 
you're  very  likely  to  have  a personal  friend  or  relative  say, 
"Oh,  you're  a Quaker.  What's  that  like?"  Annis  gives  you 
some  ideas  as  to  how  to  respond. 

We  Friends  tend  to  be  afraid  to  tell  others  about  ourselves. 
I don't  think  it's  because  we  have  something  so  special  that 
we're  afraid  to  share  it.  Rather,  we  don't  like  the  idea  of 
proselytizing.  I have  a friend  (non-Quaker)  who  thinks  like  a 
Quaker,  talks  like  a Quaker,  acts  like  a Quaker.  Yet,  I doubt  that 
I've  ever  said,  "Hey,  'Sue,'  why  don't  you  come  to  Friends 
Meeting  with  me?  I think  you'd  feel  at  home  there."  I've  taken 
her  kids  to  Meeting.  Somehow  that's  safer. 

Friends  should  be  aware  of  two  outreach  sources: 

The  Survival  Sourcebook  was  written  by  the  Outreach  Com- 
mittee of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  You  can  get  it  (cost  $8) 
by  calling  Barbara  Janoe  (503)  923-3631.  It's  also  available  at 
the  FGC  Bookstore  (800)  966-4556. 

The  Outreach  Ideabook  is  from  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting. 
It's  a looseleaf  notebook  with  suggestions  for  attracting  and 
nurturing  newcomers  and  enriching  Quaker  meetings.  It's 
also  available  (cost  $18)  at  the  FGC  Bookstore  (800)  966-4556. 
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SUMMER  CALENDAR 
June  1994 

15-19  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Fort  Lewis  College, 
Durango,  CO. 

July  1994 

2-9  Friends  General  Conference,  University  of  Massachu- 
setts, Amherst,  MA. 

14-17  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Oregon  State  University, 
Corvallis,  OR. 

August  1994 

2-7  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Chico,  CA. 

12-14  Fellowship  of  Friends  of  African  Descent,  Woodstock,  IL. 


Calendar 

March  1994 

5 Representative  Committee,  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 

Claremont  Meeting,  Claremont,  CA. 

5 AFSC  Annual  Public  Meeting,  AFSC  Denver  Office, 
Augustana  Lutheran  Church,  Denver,  CO. 

11-13  The  Dilemmas  of  Quaker  Service,  Quaker  Center, 
Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

1 9 Steering  Committee,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 

Multnomah  Meeting,  Portland,  OR 

25-27  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting,  Lazy  F 
Camp,  Ellensburg,  WA. 

April  1994 

1-3  The  Easter  Silent  Retreat,  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond,  CA. 

8-10  Joint  Meeting,  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting  and 
New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting,  Shiloh  Baptist 
Camp,  Kingston,  NM. 

8-10  Southern  California  Friends  Conference  on  Reli- 
gion & Psychology,  Rancho  del  Cielo,  CA. 

15-17  " Between  Me  & Thee,  Reforming  Relationships," 
Friends  Family  Service,  Reedwood  Friends 
Church,  Portland,  OR. 

29-5/1  Young  Friends  Spring  Weekend  Retreat,  Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 
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North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Outreach  Committee,  1989. 
SURVIVAL  SOURCEBOOK:  THE  CARE  AND 
MAINTENANCE  OF  SMALL  MEETINGS  AND 
WORSHIP  GROUPS. 

"Meetings  whose  members  are  geographically 
spread  out  or  not  in  frequent  contact  must  be  creative  in 
seeking  ways  to  enhance  communication  within  the 
meeting.  Broader  participation  in  the  meeting's  busi- 
ness and  willingness  to  share  the  workload  can  result 
from  increased  interaction,  (p.20) 

"The  ongoing  love,  care,  energy,  persistence,  and 
luck  needed  to  keep  a small  meeting  vital  awes  some  of 
us  who  have  always  been  based  in  large  meetings.  In 
large  meetings  it  is  possible  to  take  a year  or  two  off 
from  responsibility  in  the  meeting  or  to  move  away  for 
a time  with  confidence  that  the  group  will  still  be  much 
the  same  when  you  return.  In  small  meetings,  if  you  are 
not  present,  the  group  may  falter,  (p.  29) 

"At  some  point  in  their  existence  as  a group,  mem- 
bers ask  themselves  how  they  wish  to  organize.  Size  is 
not  the  sole  factor:  there  are  monthly  meetings  with 
only  a dozen  or  so  present  at  worship  and  worship 
groups  where  twenty  or  thirty  attend  on  some  Sundays. 
The  number  of  experienced  Friends,  the  stability  of  the 
group,  and  its  willingness  to  create  and  sustain  a formal 
organization  are  all  important  factors."  (p.  52) 


PAGE  92  — MARCH  1994 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Spreading  the  Quaker  Word:  How  Can  I Keep  from  Singing? 

by  Warren  Ostrom,  University  Meeting 

"We  are  glad  to  tell  in  words  as  well  as  deeds  the  faith  that  is  in  us."1 


I love  Quakers.  I love  being  a Quaker. 

Finding  Friends  meant  new  life  to  me,  new 
hope.  I believe  that  we  carry  a message  and  a 
way  of  being  in  the  world  for  which  those 
around  us  are  starved. 

Why  aren't  people  stampeding  into  our 
meetinghouses? 

Because  they  don't  know  about  us.  People 
may  hear  of  our  peace  testimony  or  know  that 
Pennsylvania  was  started  by  Quakers,  but 
they  don't  know  much  about  our  living  expe- 
rience of  Presence  and  being  led.  We  don't 
talk  much  about  it. 

By  the  spring  of  1992  I came  to  a strong  sense  of 
obligation  to  help  us  become  visible,  at  least  in  one  com- 
munity. I brought  the  following  proposal  to  University 
Meeting  in  Seattle: 

"University  Meeting  began  as  outreach  to  the 
University  of  Washington.  Friends  Memorial 
Church  allowed  the  creation  of  University 
Friends  Center,  which  gave  rise,  first  to  a wor- 
ship group,  then  to  a preparative  meeting,  and 
finally  to  this  Monthly  Meeting.  In  its  early  days 
University  Friends  Center  was  very  active  on 
campus,  bringing  in  speakers  who  were  featured 
at  campus-wide  events,  providing  student  hous- 
ing, and  worshipping  at  a meeting  house  directly 
across  from  a main  campus  entrance. 

"In  time  our  interests  and  activities  moved  else- 
where. Now,  as  sixty  years  ago,  the  Society  of 
Friends  is  invisible  on  campus.  Students  may 
struggle  with  isolation  and  religious  self-exami- 
nation, but  they  do  it  without  knowing  that  we 
offer  surprising  choices.  Researchers  may 
grapple  with  ethical  dilemmas  but  not  know  of 
our  testimony  that  there  is  a sure  inward  Guide. 
Staff  may  be  desperately  empty,  desperately 
wish  to  find  their  lives'  ways  and  not  know  that 
we  testify  to  a path  to  fullness  and  meaning. 
Many  may  find  that  traditions  of  lock-step  wor- 
ship, dogma,  and  hierarchy  have  brought  them 
to  a dead  end,  not  knowing  of  our  witness  of 
direct  experience  with  God.  In  a militant  culture, 
many  may  assume  that  their  inward  revulsion  to 
violence  is  weakness  rather  than  God's  prompt- 
ing. 

"I  ask  that  Meeting  allow  me  to  be  present  on 
campus  in  Meeting's  name  to  speak  to  these 


conditions  and  to  any  others  related  to  our 
testimonies  which  may  arise.  I feel  this 
ministry  laid  upon  me;  I ask  that  Meeting 
record  the  ministry." 

Meeting  approved  the  proposal  in  May 
1993. 1 thus  became  recorded  in  a ministry  of 
outreach  to  a community  of  34,000  students 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  staff  and  faculty.  I am 
also  a university  employee  three  and  one-half 
days  per  week;  this  brought  my  professional 
and  spiritual  lives  into  close  contact. 

Background 

There  were  years  when  University  Meeting  went 
through  a horrible  time.  Friends  stood  and  accused  each 
other  in  Meeting  for  Worship  and  Meeting  for  Business. 
Some  walked  out  while  others  were  speaking.  Ministry  on 
all  sides  seemed  grounded  more  in  fear  and  anger  than  in 
love.  Some  members  and  attenders  left. 

One  afternoon  a friend /Friend  phoned.  She  said,  "I 
just  got  home  and  there  was  a message  on  my  machine.  It 
said,  'Jana  and  Warren  are  already  dead.  You're  next.'" 

At  that  moment  Jana  (my  wife)  and  our  then-toddler 
son  Felix  were  presumably  on  the  freeway  on  the  way 
home.  I had  no  way  to  check  on  them. 

They  got  home  safely. 

I spoke  in  Meeting  on  Sunday,  wondering  about  the 
fear  that  could  lead  someone  to  make  such  a threat. 

A visiting  Friend  spoke  to  what  I should  do.  "Like 
Daniel,  pray  to  the  open  window."  So  I did.  In  a sense  our 
whole  Meeting  did.  In  time,  with  perseverance,  trust,  and 
stubborn  love.  Meeting  came  back  together  at  its  Source. 
I learned,  as  Jan  Hoffman  told  us  as  Yearly  Meeting  Friend 
in  Residence  in  1989,  "There  is  no  safe  dallying  with 


Announcements 

IN  QUAKER  MEETING  we  wait  in  stillness 
for  God's  leading,  with  no  clergy,  sermons, 
hymns,  or  set  prayers.  Come  experience 
with  us  that  power  which  has  led  through 
three  centuries  to  our  testimonies  against 
war  and  slavery,  and  for  women's  rights, 
social  justice,  simplicity,  and  truth-telling. 

A special  worship /informational  meeting 
will  be  held  Wednesday,  June  23, 7:00  p.m. 
at  University  Friends  Meetinghouse,  4001 
Ninth  NE.  Or  call  Warren  Ostrom,  Quaker 
Campus  Outreach,  at  368-8322. 

This  announcement  appeared  in  The  Daily  (University 
of  Washington),  Classified  Advertising,  June  21, 1993. 
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truth."  We  must  say  what  we're  called  to  say  and  follow 
truth  where  it  leads. 

As  Meeting  Clerk  from  1989-1991,  I learned  of  the 
tremendous  loving  power  that  can  sweep  through  a Meet- 
ing. For  a few  moments  that  power  seemed  channeled 
through  the  clerk's  table.  I can  barely  speak  about  it;  it 
needs  great  poetry  or  song. 

How  can  I keep  from  singing? 

How  can  we  keep  from  singing? 

At  the  Western  Gathering  of  Friends  in  Portland,  Or- 
egon, in  July  1992, 1 was  part  of  a small  group  with  Jan 
Wood.  Jan  is  former  pastor  of  Friends  Memorial  Church  in 
Seattle  and  now  teaches  philosophy  and  religion  at 
Wilmington  College,  a Friends  College  in  Ohio.  Looking 
straight  at  me,  she  said  that  Quakers  carry  a message  that 
the  world  is  waiting  desperately  to  hear.  She  was  right,  of 
course. 

We  carry  the  message  that  the  Spirit  is  real  and  will 
guide  us.  In  our  emptiness,  we  come  to  God.  God  fills  us 
with  meaning  and  gives  us  work  to  do,  testimonies  to 
proclaim,  and  a way  to  live.  Above  all,  overwhelmingly, 
God  fills  us  with  love  and  joy  and  calls  us  to  love. 

With  my  clerkship  done  and  my  next  committee  work 
nearly  done,  I wrote  to  my  Meeting's  Committee  on 
Worship  and  Ministry: 

"A  conviction  is  growing  within  me,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  I need  your  committee's  discern- 
ment and  guidance.... 

"As  an  undergraduate  and  even  as  a graduate 
student,  I knew  nothing  of  the  testimonies,  wor- 
ship, and  community  of  Friends.  Our  lives  are 
surely  in  God's  hands;  but  I wish  I had  known  of 
Quakers  earlier  — before  enlisting  in  the  Army, 
for  instance.  We  are  not  better  known  now. 

"What  I feel  compellingly  is  that  I am  intended  to 
be  present  on  campus  to  serve  love.  Part  of  this 
would  include  making  our  invisible  Society  and 
Meeting  visible.  What  I ask  is  this:  a chance  to 
describe  this  leading  to  Worship  and  Ministry 
and  [I]  seek  your  discernment  and  guidance;  if 
way  seems  clear,  [I  ask  for  the]  naming  of  a 
committee  for  clearness,  guidance,  and  support, 
and  [Worship  and  Ministry's]  recommendation 
of  this  enterprise  in  Meeting  for  Business. 

"I  need  no  financial  support.  1 do  need  permis- 
sion to  use  University  Friends  Meeting  space  for 
informational  sessions  and  special  Meetings  for 
Worship.  I would  also  ask  that  Meeting  consider 
recording  my  call  to  this  ministry,  so  that  I could 
be  clear  about  the  Meeting's  united  judgement 
and  support,  and  so  that  I could  show  to  the 
individuals  and  organizations  with  whom  I 
would  be  working  that  I am  not  a lone  nut. 
Recording  ministry  would  be  following  our 


(University  Meeting's)  accepted  practice.  We  re- 
corded Duncan  Saunders'  ministry  to  do  prison 
visitation,  Pablo  Stanfield  to  travel  in  the  minis- 
try regarding  Central  American  concerns,  and 
Marilyn  Schiffman's  ministry  of  hospital  chap- 
laincy. 

"Thank  you  for  this  ministry.  As  I respond,  I feel 
my  own  life  realigning  and  opening  more  deeply 
to  the  Spirit's  love." 

Worship  and  Ministry  recommended  to  Meeting  for 
Business  that  the  proposal  be  accepted.  It  was  accepted 
and  eight  Friends  and  attenders  agreed  to  serve  on  a 
committee  for  guidance  and  support.  They  include  uni- 
versity students,  faculty,  staff,  former  staff,  a bookstore 
employee,  and  one  Friend  without  a university  connec- 
tion but  experienced  in  discernment  and  religious  out- 
reach. They  are  a wonderful  group,  rich  in  centeredness, 
ideas,  support,  and  humor. 


QUAKERS  REMAIN 

• deeply  rooted  in  silent  worship; 

• open  to  direct  guidance  by  God,  as  individu- 
als and  as  a community; 

• committed  to  nonviolence  and  reconciliation, 
working  to  remove  the  causes  of  war; 

• unwilling  to  participate  in  war  or  preparation 
for  war;  but  willing  to  go  to  jail  or  (in  some 
cases)  lose  homes  because  of  opposition  to 
war; 

• committed  to  the  equality  of  all  people  before 
God  and  in  civil  matters; 

• welcoming  to  all  who  would  worship  with  us. 
We  have  no  pastor  or  priest,  no  sermon,  no 
hymns,  no  set  prayers.  Instead,  we  still  our- 
selves and  open  our  hearts  and  minds  to  God. 

All  are  welcome  at  our  Meetings  for  Worship 
Sundays  at  9:30  a.m.  and  11:00  a.m.  or  come  sample 
our  form  of  worship  and  ask  any  questions  you 
may  have  at  a special  informational  meeting. 
Place:  University  Friends  Meeting  House 
Time:  Monday,  October  4,  at  7 p.m. 
or  call  Warren  Ostrom,  Quaker  Campus  Out- 
reach, 368-8322. 


The  Program 

Since  then  there  have  been  two  evening  informational 
meetings/  Meetings  for  Worship.  The  campus  commu- 
nity was  invited  by  flyers  posted  all  around  campus  and 
by  a newspaper  classified  ad.  (See  illustrations.)  The  sum- 
mer meeting  drew  two  people,  the  fall  meeting,  eight. 
Several  of  these  people  (students  and  staff)  are  now  regu- 
lar attenders. 

After  posting  the  flyers  I watched  people  read  and 
study  them.  I was  amazed.  People  stopped,  glanced. 
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QUAKERS  LIVE! 

We  didn't  die  out  in  the  18th  Century  after  William 
Penn  or  in  the  19th  Century  after  slavery  was 
abolished  and  Friends  Lucretia  Mott  and  Elizabeth 
Cady  Stanton  led  the  drive  for  women's  rights. 

We  haven't  died  out  through  over  300  years  of 
refusing  to  participate  in  war  — thougn  in  each 
century  some  of  us  have  gone  to  jail  because  of  that 
refusal. 

We  are  deeply  rooted  in  silent  worship  — waiting 
for  and  experiencing  God's  guidance.  From  that 
experience  we  testify  to 

• the  presence  of  God  in  every  person, 

• direct  access  of  every  person  to  God 
without  intervention  by  any  priest  or  minister, 

• direct  guidance  of  the  community  and  each 
person  by  God. 

We  treasure  diversify  in  our  community,  celebrat- 
ing the  young  and  the  old,  diverse  national  origins, 
the  single  ana  those  in  committed  relationships 
(whether  straight  or  gay). 

Come  to  sample  our  form  of  worship  and  to  ask  any 
questions  you  may  have. 

Place:  University  Friends  Meetinghouse 
Time:  Monday,  October  4,  7 p.m. 

or  call  Warren  Ostrom,  Quaker  Campus  Outreach, 
368-8322. 


planted  their  feet  firmly,  and  read  the  material  through 
several  times.  It  seems  fair  to  say  that  hundreds  of  stu- 
dents and  staff  came  to  know  more  about  Friends  than 
they  had  known.  And  — who  knows?  — when  the  right 
moment  in  their  lives  comes,  some  of  them  may  seek  us  out. 

I was  also  telephoned  by  several  people  who  saw  the 
signs,  who  asked  me  questions  about  Friends  and  where 
and  how  to  come  to  worship.  One,  an  elder  in  a Protestant 
Church  who  is  thinking  of  making  a change,  met  with  me  for 
about  an  hour  and  has  since  corresponded  several  times. 

I've  written  four  letters  to  the  editor  of  the  campus 
newspaper,  the  Daily..  One,  actually  written  before  my 
ministry  was  recorded,  told  of  our  welcome  and  gratitude 
for  gay  and  lesbian  members  and  attenders.  One  con- 
cerned the  peace  testimony.  The  third  spoke  of  our  silent 
worship  and  coming  to  God  without  a pastor,  hymns,  or 
prepared  prayers.  The  last  speaks  of  a number  of  related 
ways  in  which  we  are  distinctive. 

All  refer  to  earlier  Daily  articles  and  seem  to  have 
aroused  campus  discussion.  When  the  first  was  pub- 
lished, several  Friends  on  campus  told  me  they  were 
approached  by  colleagues  who  knew  they  were  Quakers 
and  were  deluged  with  questions.  And  several  first-time 
attenders  at  Meeting  for  Worship  have  mentioned  seeing 
the  letters. 

An  active,  energetic  student  attender  has  spearheaded 
organization  of  a Quaker  student  group  on  campus.  Offi- 
cial recognition  has  been  granted  by  the  Associated  Stu- 
dents of  the  University  of  Washington.  This  allows  use  of 


a campus  location  for  mid-week  worship  and  other  meet- 
ings, reduced  advertising  rates  in  the  Daily,  and  participa- 
tion in  informal  fairs  about  campus  organizations.  The 
group  is  also  planning  a retreat. 

The  prime  mover,  Steve  Judkins,  is  part  of  my  commit- 
tee of  guidance  and  support.  That  committee  is  progres- 
sively less  "mine"  — we  now  call  it  the  Campus  Outreach 
Committee,  and  most  members  are  taking  on  activities  of 
their  own. 

We  were  slated  to  be  part  of  a "Hands  off  Washington" 
event  (which  would  have  worked  against  political  efforts 
to  limit  lesbian/ gay  rights),  but  the  event  was  cancelled. 

Two  individuals  have  asked  to  have  campus-related 
personal  concerns  held  in  the  Light/prayer. 

Finally,  I've  found  myself  called  more  often  to  my 
center.  When  I walk  on  campus,  counsel  patients  in  my 
work  as  a hospital  social  worker,  sit  in  a cafeteria,  I am 
aware  that  I also  have  a responsibility  to  help  realize 
God's  presence  there.  I usually  don't  say  anything.  But 
even  in  silence  among  strangers,  the  Guide  comes;  and 
when  the  Guide  is  there  with  me,  I think  others  nearby  are 
affected  too. 

This  continues  to  feel  like  the  right  path. 

How  can  I keep  from  singing?  ■ 

1 North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Faith  and  Practice,  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  Corvallis,  OR,  1993. 


Quakers  Accept  Homosexuals 

Editor: 

The  debate  in  your  pages  wrongly  assumes  that  all 
Christians  condemn  homosexuality. 

Among  Quakers  who  maintain  the  traditional  prac- 
tice of  silent  worship  (such  as  University  Friends  Meet- 
ing),  gay  and  lesbian  members  are  a vital  part  of  the 
community.  Many  are  among  our  leaders.  We  also 
witness  and  celebrate  marriages  equally  whether  the 
partners  are  of  the  same  or  different  sexes. 

I am  a heterosexual  man,  married  20  years,  with  two 
children;  but  I am  grateful  to  be  in  a community  where 
I have  been  able  to  learn  from  those  whose  God-given 
sexuality  is  different  than  my  own.  I am  also  glaa  that 
my  children  can  grow  up  in  that  community. 

I have  leamea  by  watching  these  Friends  lives  of 
deep  commitment  to  God  and  to  each  other  in  a society 
where  same-sex  love  is  not  accepted.  Perhaps  because 
they  have  been  tempered  by  the  harsh  rejection  of 
general  society,  it  seems  to  have  been  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  have  had  the  most  to  offer  me  as  spiritual 
guides  and  role  models.  Had  my  community  frozen 
these  people  out,  my  awareness  of  God's  presence  in 
the  worla  would  be  far  less  immediate.  ... 

...  Quakers  ask  what  the  Holy  Spirit  now  is  teaching 
us  in  our  hearts.  Our  answer  is  to  accept,  to  love,  to 
celebrate. 

Warren  Ostrom 

Ambulatory  Services  UW  Medical  Center,  also  three- 
time UW  alum:  B.A.  Sociology  1971;  M.A.  Social  Work  1977; 
Student  of  Comparative  Religion  1982-83 
The  Daily,  February  5, 1 993.  Preparation  of  this  letter  was  part 
of  Warren 's  growing  sense  of  being  called  to  a campus  presence. 
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Quakerism:  An  Overview 

by  Annis  Bleeke,  Multnomah  Meeting 

This  article  is  derived  from  a presentation  prepared  for  the 
Stories  of  Faith  class  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Portland,  Oregon,  October  24, 1993. 

My  name  is  Annis  Bleeke.  I have  been  a member  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  all  of  my  adult  life,  now  some 
30  years.  I hold  membership  in  the  Society  of  Friends 
through  my  local  meeting,  Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting, 
which  is  affiliated  with  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 
and  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

I would  like  to  begin  by  inviting  you  to  settle  into  a 
period  of  silent  waiting  with  me,  as  I gather  myself  to- 
gether to  share  with  you.  Ours  is  an  experiential  faith; 
please  join  me  briefly  in  the  experience. 

(The  audience  joined  Annis  in  a moment  of  silence.) 

Place  yourself  in  the  English  Midlands  in  the  middle  of 
the  17th  Century.  It  is  a time  of  great  turmoil  in  the  secular 
and  religious  world.  Oliver  Cromwell,  Parliament,  and 
Royalty  are  in  dispute  over  who  will  govern  England.  The 
Bible  is  now  available  in  English,  accessible  to  many 
people  to  read  for  themselves,  and  the  state  church  is 
under  attack  from  many  disgruntled  Christians  who  find 
it  not  what  the  Bible  says  it  ought  to  be. 

This  is  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  original  Quakers 
arose.  A young  man,  George  Fox,  was  raised  in  the  small 
community  of  Fenny  Drayton  by  Puritan  parents  active  in 
their  religious  community.  As  a young  adult  he  became 
spiritually  restless  and  spent  several  years  roaming  the 
countryside  consulting  with  various  ministers  about  the 
religious  turmoil  in  which  he  found  himself.  In  his  own 
words,  he  had  lost  all  hope  and: 

"As  I had  forsaken  all  the  priests,  so  I left  the 
separate  preachers  also,  and  those  called  the 
most  experienced  people.  For  I saw  there  was 
none  among  them  tnat  could  speak  to  my  condi- 
tion. And  when  all  my  hopes  m them  and  in  all 
men  were  gone,  so  that  I had  nothing  outwardly 
to  help  me,  nor  could  tell  what  to  do,  then,  O then, 

I heard  a voice  which  said,  "There  is  one,  even 
Christ  Jesus,  that  can  speak  to  thy  condition," 
and  when  I heard  it,  my  heart  did  leap  for  joy. 
Then  the  Lord  did  let  me  see  why  there  was  none 
upon  the  earth  that  could  speak  to  my  condition, 
namely  that  I might  give  Him  all  the  glory.  For  all 
are  concluded  under  sin  and  shut  up  in  unbelief, 
as  I had  been,  that  Jesus  Christ  might  have  the 
pre-eminence,  who  enlightens,  ana  gives  grace 
and  faith  and  power.  Thus  when  God  doth  work, 
who  shall  let  it?  And  this  I knew  experimentally." 

"And  this  I knew  experimentally."  George  Fox's  expe- 
rience of  the  Inward  Christ,  the  Light  Within,  as  we 
sometimes  call  that  experience  today,  led  him  to  share  his 
good  news  among  other  groups  of  dissenters  and  Seekers, 
as  they  were  called,  where  the  message  took  root,  grew, 
and  developed  into  the  organizations  we  know  today  as 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 


Fox's  original  opening  happened  in  1647.  The  groups 
of  Seekers  who  gathered  around  him  called  themselves 
variously  "Friends  of  Truth,"  "Publishers  of  Truth,"  "Seek- 
ers," and  finally  settled  on  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends. 
The  term  "Quaker"  came  into  use  as  a derisive  term 
because  Friends  "shook  before  the  Lord."  The  first  gen- 
eration of  Friends  suffered  severe  persecution  under  the 
restrictive  laws  governing  religious  practice  in  England 
and  subsequently  in  North  America.  William  Penn, 
founder  of  the  "Holy  Experiment"  — Pennsylvania  — 
was  one  of  this  first  generation,  as  was  Margaret  Fell, 
a.k.a.  Margaret  Fox  when  she  and  Fox  married  late  in  life. 
These  Friends  were  infused  with  a sense  of  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Christ  Within,  and  were 
compelled  by  that  presence  to  spread  the  Word,  the  Good 
News,  throughout  the  countryside  and  the  world  of  their 
day.  Their  good  news  was  a radical  re-interpretation  of 
the  Christian  message. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  detail  almost  350 
years  of  religious  history  for  you.  Instead,  I want  to  share 
with  you  that  radical  re-interpretation  of  the  Christian 
teaching  and  practices  which  unfolded  among  Friends  in 
the  17th  Century  and  to  give  some  explanation  of  what  it 
has  evolved  into  in  the  last  decade  of  the  20th  Century. 

The  first  Quakers  saw  themselves  as  practicing  a "primi- 
tive Christianity  revived."  They  were  a people  with  a new 
covenant  with  the  Lord.  The  Jews  of  Abraham's  day 
established  a covenant  of  circumcision,  those  of  Moses' 
time  observed  a covenant  of  the  Sabbath,  those  of  John  the 
Baptist,  a covenant  of  water  baptism.  These  were  outward 
symbols  of  an  inward  state,  symbols  of  devotion  to  divine 
teaching.  Then  Jesus'  teaching  established  the  new  cov- 
enant of  an  inward  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  superseding 
all  that  had  gone  before.  His  commandment  to  "love  one 
another  even  as  I have  loved  you"  was  the  new  basis  for 
relationship  with  each  other  and  the  Divine. 

This  simple  sounding  principle  is  not  as  simple  in 
implementation.  George  Fox's  "one,  even  Christ  Jesus, 
who  could  speak  to  thy  condition"  could  speak  to  each 
and  every  person's  condition  and  to  the  community  gath- 
ered to  wait  in  expectant  silence  for  the  Lord's  guidance 
through  the  Inward  Christ.  Authority,  religious  author- 
ity, lay  in  the  group  gathered  to  seek  that  guidance.  The 
Bible  was  to  be  interpreted  in  the  same  Spirit  in  which  it 
was  given  forth.  In  Fox's  words: 

"The  Scriptures  were  the  prophet's  words  and 
Christ's  and  the  apostles'  words,  and  what  as 
they  spoke  they  enjoyed  and  possessed  and  had 
it  from  the  Lord ...  Then  what  nad  any  to  do  with 
the  Scriptures,  but  as  they  came  to  the  Spirit  that 
gave  them  forth.  You  will  say,  Christ  saith  this, 
and  the  apostles  say  this,  but  what  canst  thou 
say?  Art  thou  a Child  of  Light  and  hast  walked  in 
the  Light,  and  what  thou  speakest,  is  it  inwardly 
from  God?" 
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Have  no  doubt,  these  were  Christians,  followers  of  the 
teaching  of  Christ,  known  and  interpreted  through  their 
experience  from  the  Bible  and  from  the  Inward  Christ 
known  individually  and  among  the  group  through  the 
practice  of  expectant  waiting.  The  new  covenant  replaced 
the  outward  celebration  of  the  sacraments  with  inward 
baptism  and  communion  with  the  Holy  Spirit;  replaced 
church  ritual  with  expectant  waiting  for  divine  inspira- 
tion; replaced  the  specially  appointed  clergy  with  the 
priesthood  of  all  believers;  recognized  religious  authority 
in  the  gathered  community;  and  replaced  creeds  with  a 
doctrine  of  continuing  divine  revelation. 

In  the  350  years  since  this  first  generation  of  Friends, 
the  theology  and  practice  of  Friends  have  evolved  in 
different  ways  in  different  places  for  different  reasons. 
The  reward  of  the  expectant  waiting  for  divine  inspiration 
is  continuing  revelation  of  divine  intent  in  our  lives  indi- 
vidually and  corporately.  The  first  generation  of  Friends 
rapidly  spread  their  message  into  the  world,  establishing 
thriving  Friends  communities  primarily  across  England 
and  Ireland  and  in  North  America.  This  period  of  Quak- 
erism was  a union  of  the  mystical  and  evangelical  aspects 
of  Christianity  exemplified  both  in  doctrine  and  in  prac- 
tice. In  doctrine,  because  no  theological  opinion  was  valid 
unless  vitally  related  to  religious  experience  and,  in  prac- 
tice, because  outward  activity  was  valid  only  in  so  far  as 
it  grew  out  of  inward  spiritual  guidance  and  power. 

In  the  18th  Century  Friends  entered  into  a period  of 
quietism  and,  for  some,  separatism  from  the  world.  The 
period  of  persecution  in  England  and  in  the  American 
colonies  was  past.  Their  communities  were  close  and 
essentially  closed.  This  was  the  time  when  many  Friends 
institutions  were  established  and  a unique  Quaker  culture 
grew  with  an  emphasis  on  home  life  and  meeting  and 
community  activity.  Friends  schools  were  founded. 
Friends  were  active  in  civic  affairs,  and  behavior  within 
the  community  was  codified.  This  was  followed  in  the 
19th  Century  by  a period  of  conflict  among  Friends. 
Separations  ensued  in  North  America  where  the  disputes 
were  over  religious  authority  and  life  styles.  Some  Friends, 
mainly  from  the  rural  meetings,  emphasized  the  pre- 
eminence of  the  Inward  Christ.  Others,  primarily  those 
from  urban  meetings,  emphasized  the  authority  of  the 
Bible.  There  was  also  a struggle  over  power  and  who  was 
present  to  influence  group  decisions.  The  anti-slavery 
movement.  Civil  War,  women's  suffrage  movement,  and 
the  religious  revival  accompanying  the  westward  migra- 
tion influenced  Quakers  of  all  persuasions,  resulting  in 
more  divisions.  Some  Friends  maintained  the  traditional 
religious  practice  of  expectant  waiting,  others  staged  re- 
vival meetings  and  founded  meetings  which  employed 
pastors.  Some  emphasized  the  inward,  mystical,  aware- 
ness of  divine  leadings;  others  emphasized  the  traditional 
Christian  message  as  found  in  the  Bible  teaching.  Each 


theological  variation  was  represented  in  each  organiza- 
tional structure.  All  had,  and  have  to  this  day,  legitimate 
claim  to  the  original  inspiration  of  the  first  generation  of 
Friends. 

Howard  Brinton  writes  of  four  different  elements  or 
manifestations  of  Friends  religious  teaching  and  practice. 
These  are  mysticism,  evangelicalism,  rationalism,  and 
activism  of  the  social  gospel.  In  the  20th  Century  each  has 
come  to  be  emphasized  to  varying  degrees  among  differ- 
ent groups  of  Quakers.  Today,  in  Portland,  Oregon,  there 
are  two  very  different  Quaker  communities. 

"The  concept  of  Divine  Guidance  has  re- 
placed the  easy  acceptance  and  identifica- 
tion with  the  concept  of  the  Inward  Christ. " 

OnS.E.  Steele  Street  Friends  gather  at  Reedwood  Friends 
Church.  They  are  representative  of  the  historic  Friends 
presence  in  the  Willamette  Valley.  Some  of  the  pioneers 
who  traveled  the  Oregon  Trail  were  Quakers.  They  settled 
in  Newberg,  established  their  churches,  a Yearly  Meeting, 
and  several  schools,  including  what  is  now  George  Fox 
College.  They  are  now  Northwest  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 
Church.  Their  congregations  employ  pastors,  recognize 
lay  ministry  by  recording  ministers,  and  are  evangelical 
Christians  with  domestic  and  foreign  missions. 

My  meeting,  Multnomah  Meeting,  maintains  the  tra- 
ditional worship  service  based  on  expectant  waiting  for 
Divine  Guidance.  The  concept  of  Divine  Guidance  has 
replaced  the  easy  acceptance  and  identification  with  the 
concept  of  the  Inward  Christ.  Some  among  us  would  not 
describe  themselves  as  Christian,  others  would  do  so  with 
their  own  unique  definition  of  the  word,  and  still  others 
recognize  the  historic  Inward  Christ.  We  are  the  "new 
kids  on  the  block,"  dating  our  existence  in  Portland  only 
to  the  early  1950's.  Our  Yearly  Meeting,  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  is  only  twenty-one  years  old.  Our  focus 
tends  to  be  within  our  own  community.  We  practice  a 
priesthood  of  all  believers.  All  of  the  activities  of  our 
community  are  carried  forth  by  community  members. 
Care  of  the  membership  is  lodged  with  the  Oversight 
Committee;  care  for  the  religious  life  of  the  Community  is 
with  the  Committee  on  Worship  and  Ministry  on  which  I 
serve.  Similar  groups  oversee  and  implement  our  few 
social  action  projects,  the  religious  education  of  our  chil- 
dren, and  the  upkeep  of  our  property. 

"We  practice  a priesthood  of  all  believers." 

The  Religious  Society  of  Friends  today  is  represented 
in  some  one  of  its  forms  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  World 
membership  is  approximately  225,000  individuals,  with 
the  largest  numbers  in  North  America  (100,000+),  East 
Africa  (45,000+),  and  Latin  America  (25,000+).  The  pres- 
ence of  large  groups  of  Friends  among  the  indigenous 
peoples  in  East  Africa  and  in  Latin  America,  and  smaller 
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groups  elsewhere,  is  the  result  of  missionary  activity  by 
Friends  in  North  America.  Primarily,  these  Friends  are 
affiliated  with  Friends  churches  which  are  active  in  the 
world,  spreading  the  good  news  proclaimed  by  Fox  that: 
"There  is  one,  even  Christ  Jesus,  who  can  speak  to  thy 
condition."  Among  all  these  Friends,  forms  of  worship, 
vocabulary,  and  belief  underlying  that  vocabulary,  differ. 
Among  us  all  there  are  also  certain  Testimonies  which  we 
hold  in  common  as  we  do  our  common  inspiration  from 
that  first  generation  of  Friends. 

Three  of  these  Quaker  testimonies  are  the  Testimony 
of  Simplicity,  the  Testimony  of  Equality,  and  the  Peace 
Testimony.  In  our  meetings  we  question  ourselves  about 
our  faithfulness  to  the  testimonies  by  answering  for  our- 
selves Queries  about  them.  The  Queries  are  a reminder  of 
the  basic  faith  and  principles  held  to  be  essential  to  the  life 
and  witness  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  Testimony  of  Simplicity:  Expectant  waiting  for 
Divine  inspiration  requires  putting  aside  the  distractions 
of  this  world.  The  testimony  of  simplicity  is  one  which 
was  codified  with  other  behavior  in  the  quietism  period  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  Today  it  has  to  do  with  sufficiency 
as  a counterweight  to  pride  and  ostentation  and  with  the 
right-ordering  of  priorities  in  our  personal  lives. 

The  Peace  Testimony  is  probably  the  one  for  which 
Friends  are  best  known.  The  new  covenant  of  Jesus' 
teaching  is  to  love  one  another.  It  is  on  a personal  level  that 
most  of  us  are  challenged  to  respond  to  violence  and  anger 
with  peacefulness  and  compassion.  Individual  Friends 
have  refused  to  bear  arms  in  all  wars  and  have  suffered  the 
consequences  of  this  refusal.  Organizationally  Friends 
today  oppose  all  war  and  preparation  for  war. 

The  Testimony  of  Equality:  Women  have  always  been 
among  the  leadership  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  In  the  first 
generation  Margaret  Fell  Fox  brought  organization  to  the 
far  flung  activities  of  traveling  Friends  ministers,  and 
Mary  Dyer  was  hanged  on  Boston  Commons  for  continu- 
ing to  preach  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Men  and 
women  were  active  in  the  anti-slavery  and  universal 
suffrage  campaigns  of  past  generations  and  in  the  various 
civil  rights  activities  of  more  recent  times.  The  testimony 
of  equality  undergirds  the  early  Friends  opposition  to 
slavery,  the  priesthood  of  the  laity,  and,  for  some  today, 
the  recognition  of  the  marriage  relationship  between  per- 
sons of  the  same  gender.  None  of  these  manifestations  of 
equality  has  been  easily  achieved,  none  universally  ac- 
cepted at  the  time. 

Ours  is  an  experiential  faith  acted  out  in  the  world.  We 
are  today  what  a twentieth  century  Quaker  is.  Ideally  our 
actions  testify  to  our  belief,  to  the  way  we  are  led  to  be  by 
that  Divine  force  within,  confirmed  in  our  religious  com- 
munity, supported  by  the  record  of  Friends'  history  and  the 
history  of  God's  relation  with  humankind  recorded  in  the 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Witnessing  at  the 
Nevada  Test  Site  1994 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Peace  Committee  is  not 
sponsoring  a Quaker  witness  weekend  at  the  Nevada 
test  site  during  the  Lenten  Desert  Witness.  However 
there  are  opportunities  to  join  other  groups. 

March  10-13.  Lenten  Desert  Experience  XIII,  spon- 
sored by  Nevada  Desert  Experience  at  Christ  the 
King  Church  in  Las  Vegas.  Cost,  $50,  includes 
sleeping  space  at  the  church.  To  register  call  Ne- 
vada Desert  Experience,  (702)  646-4814. 

April  1-3.  (Easter  Weekend)  Healing  Global 
Wounds:  One  Water,  One  Air,  One  Earth,  a South- 
west Unity  Gathering.  Sponsored  by  Alliance 
of  Atomic  Veterans,  American  Peace  Test, 
Nuremberg  Actions  and  the  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council.  For  more  information  call  the 
Alliance  of  Atomic  Veterans,  (702)  879-3222. 

If  you  wish  to  go  with  or  join  other  Quakers  at 
either  event,  call  Nancy  Lynch,  (805)  966-9358  (mes- 
sage machine),  who  will  serve  as  a Quaker  bulletin 
board  to  relay  messages,  facilitate  carpooling,  etc. 

The  Larry  Scott  Fund  is  available  to  help  test  site 
witnesses  with  their  expenses.  PYM  Friends  should 
bring  their  requests  to  their  monthly  meetings.  The 
monthly  meetings  then  send  the  approved  requests  to 
the  treasurer  of  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing, Robert  Noble,  4068  52nd  St  #4,  San  Diego,  CA 
92105-2263.  (619)  281-1818. 

Although  the  Moratorium  on  testing  is  still  in  place, 
a Comprehensive  Test  Ban  to  stop  all  nuclear  testing 
remains  to  be  gained.  Recent  revelations  of  this 
country's  inhumanity  in  radiation  experiments  is  dif- 
ferent only  in  kind,  not  in  essence,  of  its  nuclear  testing 
policies.  Our  witness  over  the  years  has  been  effective 
and  our  loving  actions  do  build  the  Peaceable  King- 
dom in  our  hearts,  our  community,  and  the  world.  Let 
us  continue  to  see  what  Love  can  do!  ■ 


Continued  from  previous  column. 
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Drawing  by  Gretchen  McGarigle. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  ^ 

Religious  Education  Committee  Report 
by  Maria  May,  Whitleaf  Meeting  tJmArW 

The  members  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Religious  Education 
Committee  have  tried  to  make  contact  with  each  monthly  meet- 
ing that  has  a First  Day  School  (FDS)  in  order  to:  1)  see  whether 
or  not  there  are  ways  the  committee  could  be  useful  to  FDS 
people  and  2)  to  act  as  information  disseminators  between  or 
among  meetings.  What  follows  then  is  a description  of  some  of 
the  ways  in  which  some  meetings  are  serving  their  children. 

Quakers  may  not  be  large  in  numbers,  particularly  in 
their  First  Day  School  enrollment,  but  what  is  impressive  is 
the  diversity  of  their  activities  and  the  way  they  are  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  children  in  their  individual  meetings.  In  the 
small  meetings  children  feel  the  love  and  concern  as  they  sit 
together  with  the  adults  during  worship  time. 

Larger  meetings  use  themes,  have  curriculum  plans 
that  include  music,  drama,  and  projects.  All  meetings  cope 
with  either  large  or  small  numbers,  and  irregular  or  con- 
sistent attendance. 

At  Claremont  Meeting  the  children  listen  to  the  histo- 
ries of  meeting  members,  supplying  living  Quaker  testi- 
monies. The  children  also  have  produced  a songbook  and 
made  murals. 

Conej  o V alley  Meeting  has  one  group  of  children  who 
are  a part  of  their  worship  community. 

A group  of  teens  from  Westwood  Meeting  participate 
in  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting. 

One  of  the  teachers  from  Napa-Sonoma  Meeting  went 
back  to  her  old  meeting  on  Cape  Cod  and  brought  back  a 
children's  program.  The  children  are  growing  up  together 
and  enjoy  hikes  and  field  trips. 

Orange  County  Meeting  has  a very  informal  atmo- 
sphere for  their  First  Day  School.  Adults  share  their  current 
projects  with  the  children  and  they  have  also  used  the  book. 
Candles  in  the  Dark.  The  children  also  enjoy  giving  plays. 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  has  regular  groups  in  atten- 
dance. The  teachers  have  enjoyed  using  books  from  the 
AFSC  bookstore.  Improvisational  skits  are  a favorite  with 
the  older  children.  The  teachers  feel  that  a Religious  Edu- 
cation workshop  similar  to  the  one  that  Ingrid  Peterson 
did  for  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  would  be 
helpful  and  would  like  to  see  such  a workshop  done  again. 

Santa  Barbara  Meeting  has  a small  group  of  children 
with  a wide  age  span.  (Other  meetings  have  this  same 
problem.)  They  have  hired  teachers  whose  attendance  is 
not  reliable  and  they  feel  that  hired  teachers  do  not  have 
the  sensitivity  to  the  children  that  is  needed. 

The  children  at  Davis  Meeting  have  had  a series  of 
lessons  on  listening  for  God,  using  childhood  stories  of 
famous  Quakers.  One  adult  member  has  been  "interview- 
ing" other  adult  members  for  First  Day  School  lessons.  The 
children  either  write  or  draw  pictures  of  what  they  have 


learned  about  each  person.  The  products  are  displayed  on 
a bulletin  board.  A written  description  of  what  Davis 
Meeting  has  for  children  is  available  to  give  to  visitors. 

Sacramento  Meeting  teachers  use  stories  of  babies  in 
the  Bible.  The  children  make  clothespin  dolls  and  diora- 
mas. Books  used  were  selected  for  good  narrative  value  as 
well  as  peace  and  social  justice  issues.  They  use  materials 
from  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting. 

Delta  Meeting  has  only  teenagers.  They  explore  the 
advices  and  queries  in  Faith  and  Practice  and  are  encour- 
aged to  be  on  the  meeting's  committees. 

This  report  does  not  include  the  newly-formed  re- 
gional First  Day  School  held  on  the  second  Sunday  of  the 
month  at  Pacific  Ackworth  School,  nor  the  active  AFSC/ 
Quarter  Youth  Projects  Committee. 

At  PYM  this  year,  the  PYM  Religious  Education  Com- 
mittee will  continue  to  evaluate  how  it  can  be  of  help  to 
First  Day  Schools.  ■ 

The  introduction  to  this  report  was  written  byMarilee  Eusebio, 
Clerk  of  the  Committee  (Davis  Meeting). 

STARTING  IN  APRIL 
PYM  supported  ground  work  for 
FRIENDS  CENTER  MOSCOW 
and  the  volunteer  assistance  program 
for  grassroots  organizations. 

Funding  is  needed  NOW. 

We  are  sponsoring  Kay  Anderson  to  begin  work  in 
Moscow  in  April.  We  are  half  way  to  our  minimum  goal 
of  $35,000  for  the  first  year.  Make  tax  deductible  dona- 
tions to  EWRC-PYM  and  mail  to:  Julie  Harlow,  1163 
Auburn  Dr,  Davis,  CA  95616.  ■ 


North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Junior  Friends 
Epistle  from  Half-Yearly  Meeting, 
January  15-17, 1994 

held  at  Camp  Dudley,  White  Pass,  Washington. 

We  arrived  at  Camp  Dudley  near  White  Pass  on  Satur- 
day afternoon  literally  "glowing"  at  the  prospect  of  a 
weekend  spent  with  Friends  — young  and  old.  After 
greetings,  warm  fuzzies,  and  wrestling  cars  on  an  icy 
parking  lot,  we  settled  in.  Saturday  evening  (after  intro- 
ductions) we  had  an  extremely  successful  worship  shar- 
ing with  queries  based  on  Barclay's  Apology.  Sunday  was 
spent  skiing,  snowboarding,  hiking,  crocheting,  and 
searching  for  winged  yaks.  The  day  culminated  in  a pro- 
ductive business  meeting  in  which  Quaker  Process  was 
used  to  hear  reports  and  to  make  decisions  regarding 
future  activities.  The  weekend  was  not  only  fun  but  also 
spiritually  fulfilling.  We  accomplished  much  and  en- 
joyed ourselves  the  entire  time. 

Greetings  from  Trina  McDaniel,  acting  clerk.  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  Junior  Friends  ■ 
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Abortion  — A Pain  Around  the  Heart 

When  I first  came  to  Friends,  most  of  the  mainline 
Christian  churches  supported  World  War  II,  a war  that 
had  almost  given  war  a good  name.  Hitler's  goal  of  creat- 
ing an  Aryan  state  had  ravaged  Europe  and  fostered  the 
massacres  and  atrocities  of  the  concentration  camps.  Didn't 
the  end  of  ridding  the  world  of  this  madman  justify  the 
means  of  taking  human  life  to  accomplish  this  compas- 
sionate goal?  Friends  stood  almost  alone  in  their  witness 
against  killing,  even  for  reasons  that  seemed  pragmati- 
cally and  ethically  compelling. 

I am  therefore  deeply  saddened  to  see  how  many  Friends 
support  abortion.  An  absolutely  genetically  complete  life 
grows  and  develops  first  within  and  then  without  the 
mother's  body  and  continues  this  process  of  change  through 
adulthood  and  old  age.  At  all  stages,  life  is  unique  and 
precious.  The  clinical  signs  of  life  (i.e.  heartbeat,  brain 
waves,  reflexes)  are  present  very  early  in  fetal  development. 
At  what  point  does  "that  of  God"  enter  this  little  being? 

Somehow  we  have  been  led  to  believe  that  giving 
women  the  "choice"  of  an  abortion  is  giving  them  a great 
gift.  For  many  years  I have  worked  on  a pregnancy  coun- 
seling hot  line.  While  society  can  offer  women  abortion, 
we  do  not  offer  women  real  choice.  The  overwhelming 
number  of  women  I have  spoken  to  over  the  years  were 
anguished  over  their  decision.  We  have  few  economic 
alternatives  to  offer  them.  Pressure  by  husbands  and 
boyfriends  was  often  manifest  in  such  ultimatums  as  "just 
get  it  taken  care  of,  babe."  Abortion  for  the  overwhelming 
number  of  women  is  a pain  around  the  heart  and,  for 
some,  a wound  that  never  heals.  Sometimes  we  see  abor- 
tion as  a compassionate  goal  — an  end  that  justifies  or 
hallows  a distasteful  means.  Abortion  is  not  a compas- 
sionate option,  and  all  those  who  participate  in  it  are 
diminished.  As  we  work  for  a society  that  removes  the 
occasion  for  all  wars,  we  should  work  for  a society  that 
removes  the  occasion  for  all  abortion.  How  can  we  Quak- 
ers, who  have  never  justified  killing  in  war  or  for  capital 
crimes,  justify  this  killing  of  these  genetically  unique, 
healthy  developing  babies? 

To  me,  abortion  is  an  act  of  violent  killing.  Suddenly 
abortion  is  politically  correct,  and  suddenly  I find  myself 
aligned  with  Jesuits  and  Evangelicals,  for  it  is  here  that  I 
find  authenticity.  Having,  over  the  years,  walked  many 
picket  lines  and  experienced  many  protests,  I feel  a hatred 
and  anger  directed  against  those  of  us  who  peacefully 
demonstrate  against  abortion  that  surpasses  anything  I 
have  ever  known.  Obviously  those  who  kill  or  destroy 
property  in  the  cause  of  "saving  babies"  are  as  much  of  an 
anathema  to  the  life  movement  as  those  who  perpetrated 
bombings  and  similar  acts  were  to  us  when  we  stood 
witness  against  war. 


We  are  in  grave  danger.  Friends,  of  losing  that  rever- 
ence for  life  that  guided  us  when  we  were  labeled  and 
dismissed,  as  we  now  label  and  dismiss  the  "radical 
right."  The  ethical  choices  between  life  and  death  for  the 
prebom,  for  the  infirm  aged,  for  the  very  ill  and  physically 
different  are  now  more  and  more  in  the  hands  of  man.  Are 
we  ready  to  abandon  our  traditional  testimony  against 
killing?  Do  we  adopt  situational  ethics  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  objective  standards?  This  letter  is  a call  to  Friends  for 
dialogue,  a request  for  tolerance  for  those  of  us  who  are 
called  to  follow  a different  ethical  imperative,  and  a call  for 
a time  of  prayer  and  seasoning. 

Mary  Edwards,  San  Fernando  Meeting 


Walk  Encouragingly 

Your  recent  issue  and  the  frequent  misuse  of  the  phrase, 
"walk  cheerfully  over  the  world,"  have  prompted  me  to 
do  a little  investigation.  The  word,  "cheerfully,"  in  addi- 
tion to  the  way  in  which  we  use  it,  had  another  meaning  in 
Seventeenth  Century  English.  It  meant  "encouragingly" 
(This  is  the  way  Shakespeare  used  it.)  as  in  our  modem 
sense  of  "to  cheer  someone  on."  If  I were  to  paraphrase  a 
small  part  of  Fox's  message  it  might  go  something  like 
this:  "Always  be  examples  of  your  best  conduct  and 
behavior  wherever  you  are.  Then  you  will  come  to  walk 
through  the  world,  encouraging  others  to  do  likewise." 
This  is  a very  different  message  from  how  "cheerfully"  is 
usually  understood  in  our  time,  but  it  is  much  more 
consistent  with  the  rest  of  Fox's  writings.  If  you  would  like 
to  know  the  full  message  you  can  find  it  on  page  263  of  the 
Journal  (Nickalls'  edition). 

Bruce  Folsom,  San  Francisco  Meeting 


Watering  Down  of  Quakerism 


Drawing  by 
Gretchen 
McGarigle, 
Claremont 
Meeting. 


Like  Robert  Levering,  I am  concerned  about  the  water- 
ing down  of  Quakerism.  Having  said  that,  I must  also  add 
that  Jesus  was  neither  concerned  about  Religion  nor  about 
public  expressions  of  Faith.  He  was,  above  all  else,  con- 
cerned that  we  be  at-one  with  our  Creator,  true  to  our 
highest  Self.  He  knew  that  right  action  would  necessarily 
follow. 

The  consequence  for  each  one  of  us  is  a moving,  evolv- 
ing Faith  and  its  Practice.  New  attenders  should  be  prod- 
ded into  understanding  Quaker  roots;  old  attenders  and 
members  should  be  prodded  into  putting  their  experi- 
ences into  modem  context.  Inevitably,  there  will  be  some 
tension  as  we  go  about  this!  However,  if  we  put  our  best 
Self  to  the  task,  I have  full  faith  in  the  outcome. 

David  Line,  Missoula  Meeting 
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Friendly  News 


Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Bobbi  Kendig,  Marloma  Meeting 

The  religious  education  of  Friends,  both  adults  and 
children,  has  been  under  recent  discussion  in  our  meetings. 

Pacific  Ackworth  Meeting  has  as  its  primary  purpose 
the  support  of  Pacific  Ackworth  Concerns  Board  (the  school 
board  of  P.A.)  in  its  educational  projects.  It  makes  sense 
that  Pacific  Ackworth  has  become  the  home  site  of  our 
Quarterly  Meeting's  Regional  First-Day  School  and  Gath- 
ering Program.  Taking  place  the  second  Sunday  of  the 
month,  with  programs  planned  for  nine  months  of  the 
year,  the  program  has  averaged  twenty  young  Friends  and 
ten  adults  and  teenagers.  In  November  the  students  pre- 
sented a play,  an  improvisation  on  Lucretia  Mott,  from  a 
scenario  created  by  Ed  Borgers.  Other  programs  have  dealt 
with  Margaret  Fell,  George  Fox,  and  John  Woolman.  Up- 
coming topics  are  "William  Penn:  non-violence  and  rela- 
tions with  native  Americans"  (March)  and  "The  Quaker 
Testimony  on  Simplicity"  (April).  For  information  or  sug- 
gestions call  (909)  735-9493. 

Inland  Valley  finds  the  SCQM's  Youth  Program  so 
successful  that  they  often  have  no  children  at  their  meet- 
ing, making  the  planning  for  First  Day  School  difficult. 
They  are  considering  developing  a file  of  lessons  that  could 
be  used  at  a moment's  notice,  and  they  have  suggested  that 
parents  contact  each  other  the  day  before  Meeting  to  get  an 
idea  of  how  many  children  will  come.  Difficulties  are,  after 
all,  the  breeding  ground  of  problem-solving. 

Orange  County  has  questioned  whether  they  need  to 
put  effort  into  trying  to  attract  more  families  with  chil- 
dren. They  are  also  looking  at  what  to  teach  the  children 
when  they  come. 

Orange  Grove  has  found  a volunteer,  Ruanne  Peters, 
to  devote  time  exclusively  to  education,  both  Adult  Edu- 
cation and  Children's  Education. 

Adult  Education  appears  to  thrive  in  a wider  range  of 
meetings.  Los  Angeles  holds  a monthly  discussion,  the 
"usual"  topic  beginning  with  one  of  Peace  Pilgrim's  book- 
lets. In  addition  to  their  monthly  discussion  group, 
Marloma  has  a monthly  Bible  study,  focusing  on  the 
evolution  of  thought  among  the  prophets.  Orange  Grove's 
Adult  Education  in  January  included  Quaker  dialogues 
on  the  topics  of  "Preparing  for  Worship,"  "Ministry  in 
Meeting  for  Worship,"  and  "Putting  our  Faith  into  Ac- 
tion." San  Diego  convened  a study  group  on  the  topic  of 
"Living  in  Small  Groups." 

As  I read  the  materials  from  our  various  meetings,  I am 
struck  by  the  wealth  of  activities  and  spiritual  striving  that 
is  evident  among  our  members  and  attenders.  While  Quar- 
terly Meeting  continues  to  explore  how  to  care  for  one 
another,  and  while  we  do  not  always  come  as  close  to  the 
ideal  as  we  would  like,  the  Spirit  still  shines  through,  m 


Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Sheila  Smith,  Corvallis  Meeting 


Florence  Worship  Group  newsletter  quotes  Rufus 
Jones:  "When  you  stand  on  the  seashore  and  look  at  the 
moon,  there  is  a lane  of  light  that  comes  across  the  water 
straight  to  you  as  though  you  were  the  only  person  it  was 
meant  for...  All  the  lanes  of  light  come  from  the  central 
light  but  each  person  has  his  own  particular  lane."  Each 
meeting  in  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  travels  its  own 
lane  toward  the  Light. 

In  Boise  Valley  Jane  Foraker-Thompson  invited  Friends 
to  her  ordination  as  a deacon  in  the  Episcopal  Church  on 
January  29, 1994. 

Salem  Meeting  is  reading  and  discussing  Images  of 
Silence  by  Brenda  Clifft  Heales  and  Chris  Cook. 

Eugene  Meeting  Friendly  Food  Buyers  order  and  dis- 
tribute case  lots  of  organic  foods  direct  from  the  wholesaler. 

Corvallis  Meeting  friends  are  gathering  into  Friendly 
Sevens  for  fellowship. 

Rogue  Valley  adult  education  committee  has  sched- 
uled twice-monthly  Sunday  discussion  sessions  as  well  as 
a weekday  evening  discussion  series  on  deepening  the 
spiritual  journey.  Topics  for  March  and  April  are:  "Is  Thee 
Gender  Neutral:  The  Roles  of  Men  and  Women  in  the 
Society  of  Friends"  and  "The  Light  Within." 

Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting's  ongoing  Wednesday 
night  series  at  the  meeting  house  mixes  worshipful  con- 
sideration of  our  spiritual  base,  various  Quaker  writings, 
worship  sharing,  discussion,  and  participation.  In  March 
several  Friends  w ill  reveal  turning  points  of  their  lives  and 
share  how  their  daily  activities,  vocations,  choices,  and 
personal  interactions  connect  with  worship. 

Bruce  Kaad  writes  in  the  Multnomah  Meeting  News- 
letter: "For  me,  worship  means  unbounded  admiration, 
intense  love,  devotion...  We  prepare  for  our  meetings  for 
worship  by  living  our  lives  in  a state  of  worship,  to  the  best 
of  our  abilities.  When  we  do  this,  our  preparing  for 
worship  becomes  a celebration  of  our  love  for  God  and  His 
creation... 

"Meeting  for  Worship  is  a celebration  of  the  love  that 
I find  in  my  heart.  I like  to  come  early,  close  my  eyes  and 
feel  the  gathering  meeting.  The  soft  footsteps.  The  creak- 
ing of  chairs.  The  patter  of  rain  on  the  skylight.  The 
thumps  of  the  children  downstairs.  Then  follows  the 
silence  which  has  life  of  its  own  and  is  flavored  by  our  gifts 
of  the  Spirit.  I am  nourished  in  the  silence,  when  time  is 
suspended  and  only  rhythms  remain."  ■ 


Drawing  by 
Sharon  Gates, 
Orange  Grove 
Meeting. 
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Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting 

by  Mary  Lou  Coppock,  Tempe  Meeting 

This  winter  Arizona  Quakers  have  been  interested  in 
spiritual  growth.  Four  Friends  meetings  have  launched 
organized  study  programs,  and  two  meetings  are  holding 
weekend  retreats. 

At  Flagstaff  Meeting  Jim  Hansen  and  Pam  Garcia  are 
to  facilitate,  on  six  Wednesday  evenings,  a study  based  on 
Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting's  Quakerism  101  course, 
which  is  designed  to  familiarize  new  members  and 
attenders  with  the  faith  and  practice  of  Friends  and  to 
strengthen  the  understanding  of  long-time  members.  The 
primary  text  is  Howard  Brin  ton's  Friends  for  300  Years. 

Tempe  Meeting  has  held  a monthly  study  group  on 
prayer.  Using  materials  adapted  from  Renee  Crauder's 
Prayer,  a Course  in  Spiritual  Wholeness  for  Friends  Meetings, 
some  Tempe  Friends  are  experiencing  together  a yearn- 
ing for  spiritual  wholeness,  for  a stronger  more  profound 
relationship  to  God,  and  for  a deeper  sense  of  membership 
in  a devoted  community.  Activities  besides  reading,  shar- 
ing, and  praying,  have  included  journaling,  fasting,  and 
prioritizing  personal  goals.  A result  of  the  study  is  that 
Friends  are  beginning  to  become  more  open  and  ready  to 
learn  how  to  discern  God's  will  for  their  lives. 

Phoenix  Meeting  has  studied  the  parables  of  Jesus. 
The  discussions  were  led  by  Jerry  Echols  Carpenter,  au- 
thor of  an  unpublished  manuscript,  "Honest  to  Jesus,  A 
Seeker  Discovers  Buried  Treasure." 

Pima  Meeting  is  promoting  spiritual  growth  with  mid- 
week study  sessions  of  the  Bible,  using  the  first  part  of  the 
Quaker  Studies  Program  developed  by  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting.  "Finding  Our  Way  in  the  Bible"  consists  of  read- 
ings and  assigned  scriptures  and  questions  to  ponder. 

Tempe  and  Pima  Meetings  have  invited  Barry  Morley, 
author  of  Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  # 307,  Beyond  Consensus, 
Salvaging  the  Sense  of  the  Meeting,  to  Arizona.  On  February  19- 
20  he  will  conduct  a workshop  for  Tempe  Meeting  on  "Faith 
Basis  of  Friends  Practice."  According  to  the  pamphlet,  Barry 
Morley  has  "become  increasingly  concerned  about  what  he 
calls  'doughnut  Quakerism,'  a process  by  which  Quakers 
dedicate  themselves  to  Quaker  values  and  concerns  but 
diminish  the  spiritual  core  from  which  the  values  and  con- 
cerns originally  emanated."  A similar  weekend  with  Morley 
will  be  held  at  Pima  Meeting,  February  26-27. 

Two  Arizona  meetings  have  been  concerned  about  the 
duties  of  meeting  officers  and  committees.  The  ministry 
and  counsel  committee  of  Phoenix  Meeting  revised  the 
Meeting's  previous  statements.  In  January  Tempe  Friends 
revised  their  twenty-page  Blue  Book,  "Committees  and 
Offices  of  Tempe  Monthly  Meeting." 

The  four  larger  Arizona  meetings  were  represented  at 
the  IMYM  Faith  and  Practice  Committee  meeting,  con- 
vened by  La  Donna  Wallen,  on  January  24,  in  the  Tempe 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Diane  St.  Marie,  University  Meeting 

The  issue  of  lesbian/gay  civil  rights  faces  the  state  of 
Washington  both  in  the  legislature  and  on  the  ballot  in 
November.  An  anti-discrimination  bill  (SHB 1443)  would, 
if  passed  by  the  state  legislature  before  the  end  of  this 
session,  add  "sexual  orientation"  to  groups  that  could 
seek  protection  from  discrimination  under  state  law.  Two 
anti-gay  initiatives,  similar  to  those  on  the  ballots  in  Or- 
egon and  Colorado  last  year  and  brought  by  the  same 
groups,  will  be  voted  on  in  November. 

Many  meetings  and  worship  groups  are  working  to 
support  gay/lesbian  civil  rights.  University  Friends 
Meeting  has  released  Ross  Barnhart  to  act  on  his  spirit-led 
concern  to  be  available  for  education  and  support  to  Quaker 
groups  throughout  the  state.  Meetings  are  supporting  his 
work  with  contributions  and/ or  inviting  him  to  meet  with 
them  and  share  information  and  resources.  Ross  can  be 
reached  at  (206)  367-8320  for  more  information. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  current  strategies  of  anti-gay 
groups  are  similar  to  those  used  by  rightist  groups  in  the 
30's  to  stop  the  black  civil  rights  movement.  Blacks  then, 
like  gays  and  lesbians  now,  were  accused  of  asking  for 
"special  rights"  and  having  an  "agenda."  This  strategy 
blurs  and  confuses  the  basic  issue  of  guaranteeing  the 
rights  of  American  citizens  regardless  of  race,  color,  creed, 
gender,  disability,  sexual  orientation,  etc.  Though  equal 
rights  for  all  are  implied  in  the  constitution,  courts  only 
look  at  rights  protected  specifically  by  law.  Spelling  out 
the  groups  and  categories  that  cannot  be  discriminated 
against  is  an  essential  step  in  protecting  everyone's  rights. 

The  QUEST  program  at  University  Friends  Meeting 
(UFM)  has  placed  five  interns  in  community  agencies  in 
Seattle.  The  program  is  halfway  through  its  second  year. 
Requests  to  participate  in  next  year's  program  are  already 
being  made. 

Floyd  Schmoe's  lifelong  work  for  peace  has  earned  him 
a nomination  for  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  (UFM). 

A project  in  Nicaragua  to  work  with  young  homeless 
boys  who  sniff  glue  is  being  supported  by  many  Friends. 
John  Roise  (UFM)  has  worked  with  Quaker  projects  in 
Mexico  City  and  Managua.  Contributions  to  his  work  can 
be  sent  to  UFM,  marked  "Nicaragua  Fund." 

"Spiritual  partners"  are  being  formed  in  the  Olympia 
Friends  Meeting.  Two  people  interested  in  meeting  regu- 
larly to  share  their  spiritual  path  are  matched.  To  share 
and  season  one's  journey  with  another  promises  to  be  a 
rich  experience.  ■ 


Continued  from  previous  column. 
Meeting  House.  Meetings  are  asked  to  begin  with  the 
Advices  and  Queries  on  Simplicity  in  the  process  of 
working  toward  a Guide  to  Faith  and  Practice  for  IMYM.b 
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Memorial  Minutes 


Joseph  (Joe)  Stacey 

Joseph  Stacey  died  Sunday,  May  16, 1993,  in  Albuquer- 
que, New  Mexico.  Joe  was  committed  to  Quaker  witness 
and  service  over  the  course  of  his  adult  life.  Three  meet- 
ings shared  in  his  presence  and  in  his  seeking.  His  begin- 
nings were  with  Pasadena  Monthly  Meeting  of  Iowa  Yearly 
Meeting  (Conservative).  In  the  early  seventies  he  moved 
to  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  and  became  active  in  the 
Albuquerque  Monthly  Meeting  where  he  served  briefly  as 
clerk,  before  his  work  in  prisons  took  him  to  Missouri, 
Tennessee,  and  Arkansas.  For  nearly  a decade  Joe  com- 
muted to  Little  Rock  for  Meeting  for  Worship,  and  he  also 
helped  form  a worship  group  in  Texarkana  under  the  care 
of  Little  Rock  Meeting. 

During  his  service  with  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  Joe  wore 
Quaker  garb  and  conversed  openly  with  inmates  and 
fellow  guards  about  non-violence  and  the  need  for  recon- 
ciliation. 

Suffering  ill  health,  Joe  retired  to  Albuquerque  in  1986. 
He  continued  his  activities  for  peace  through  outreach  to 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  Friends  distant  from  meet- 
ings for  worship,  through  Quaker  links  to  Russia,  and 
through  support  for  Central  American  refugees  and  for 
gay  and  lesbian  concerns.  And  until  his  death,  Joe  shared 
his  spirit  with  the  world  in  the  part-time  jobs  his  health 
permitted  him.  m 

Robert  Fahl  (Bob)  Brown 

On  April  26, 1993,  Robert  Fahl  Brown  died  after  finding 
a peaceful  co-existence  with  his  growing  prostate  cancer. 
Bob  was  surrounded  by  family  and  friends  in  the  log  home 
he  and  his  wife  Connie  built  at  Cerro  Gordo  Community 
above  Dorena  Lake,  near  Cottage  Grove,  Oregon.  He 
departed,  as  he  had  lived,  with  careful  intention  and  quiet 
grace.  Bob  spoke  from  the  wellspring  of  Spirit  at  a bedside 
meeting  for  worship,  inspiring  music  and  awe  in  the 
handful  of  Eugene  Friends  attending  that  small  gathering. 

Bob  was  a regular  attender  and  member  of  Eugene 
Meeting,  having  transferred  his  membership  from  Santa 
Barbara  in  1977.  He  attended  Willamette  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing and  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  as  long  as  he  was 
able.  His  support  of  Friends  included  William  Penn  House 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation. 

Bob  was  bom  April  8, 1912,  in  Colorado  Springs.  He 
won  a scholarship  to  the  University  of  Colorado  at  Boul- 
der, receiving  a B.S.  in  1934  and  eventually  an  M.S.  in 
Mechanical  Engineering  in  1949.  He  met  Constance  Peakes 
in  Boston  while  attending  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  where  he  earned  a degree  in  Aeronautical 
Engineering.  They  married  in  Maine  in  1938.  Bob  worked 
for  Wright  Aeronautical  thereafter,  and  the  family  lived  in 


New  Jersey.  Later  Bob  co-owned  and  operated  a small 
sporting  goods  store  in  Colorado  Springs.  He  returned  to 
the  University  of  Colorado  to  teach  mechanical  engineer- 
ing for  ten  years.  In  1957  the  family  moved  to  California  for 
Bob's  work  with  Martin  Marietta  until  his  retirement  in 
1977. 

"Flowers  turn  me  on,"  Bob  once  said.  His  passion  took 
the  form  of  Quaker  Star  roses  now  gracing  the  Eugene 
Meeting  House  grounds.  The  humans  Bob  nurtured  also 
bloom  in  many  places.  Bob  and  Connie  raised  four  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  survive:  Robert,  Jr.  in  Racine,  Wiscon- 
sin; Christopher  in  Phillipsburg,  Montana;  and  Aisha 
Elizabeth  Osaimi  of  Jeddah,  Saudi  Arabia.  Bob  is  also 
survived  by  his  wife,  Connie,  eight  grandchildren,  three 
great-grandchildren,  and  three  brothers.  Bob's  accepting 
smile  and  warm  hugs  upheld  individuals  in  his  large 
extended  family,  including  toddlers  held  by  those  eighty- 
year-old  arms  on  First  Day  mornings.  We  miss,  yet  can 
reflect,  Bob's  gentle,  kind,  devoted  spirit.  ■ 

Richard  Durant  Pomeroy 

Richard  Durant  Pomeroy,  a valued  member  of  Orange 
Grove  Friends  Meeting,  died  on  June  5, 1993,  at  the  age  of 
89.  He  was  an  acknowledged  authority,  teacher  and  writer 
in  the  field  of  sewage  disposal,  waste  water  treatment, 
corrosion,  and  water  quality. 

Bom  in  Burbank,  California,  he  received  his  B.A.  and 
Ph.D.  degrees  in  Chemistry  from  California  Institute  of 
Technology.  During  and  immediately  after  his  college 
days,  Dick  was  a star  athlete  in  the  400  yard  high  hurdles 
and  narrowly  missed  competing  in  the  1932  Olympics. 

Dick's  professional  career  included  working  as  Chief 
Chemist  for  the  Los  Angeles  County  Sanitation  District; 
teaching  at  Cal  Tech,  UCLA,  UC  Berkeley,  Loyola 
Marymount  and  Occidental  College;  and  developing  his 
own  consulting  business. 

After  participating  in  family  camps  sponsored  by  the 
AFSC,  he  became  a member  of  Orange  Grove  Friends 
Meeting  in  1955.  He  was  especially  interested  in  introduc- 
ing young  people  to  the  magic  of  chemistry.  When  he  was 
in  good  health,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  meeting,  but 
with  advancing  age  and  the  partial  loss  of  sight  and 
hearing,  he  found  silent  worship  difficult. 

He  leaves  his  first  wife,  Margaret  Robinson;  four  chil- 
dren — Douglas  Pomeroy  (Brooklyn,  NY),  Caroline 
Broussard  (Kauai,  HI),  Sandra  McCandless  (Lummi  Is- 
land, WA),  and  Daniel  Pomeroy  (Menlo  Park,  CA);  and  his 
second  wife,  Eva  Belle  Glassford  Pomeroy,  whom  he 
married  in  1960. 

The  Pomeroys  lived  in  Pasadena  until  1987  when, 
upon  his  retirement,  they  moved  to  Twentynine  Palms, 
California.  ■ 
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Advertisements  Vital  Statistics 


All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with 
the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends. 
$.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00. 
Add  10%  if  boxed.  Copy  deadline:  30 
days  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of 
advertisements  does  not  imply  endorse- 
ment by  Friends  Bulletin. 

American  Friends  Service  Committee  (AFSC) 
REGIONAL  DIRECTOR 
We  are  seeking  a regional  director  of  the 
AFSC  for  the  Pacific  Southwest  Region, 
located  in  Pasadena,  CA.  The  regional 
director  has  primary  staff  responsibility 
for  supervision  of  all  regional  staff,  ad- 
ministrative and  financial  management, 
and  interpretation  of  the  work  of  the 
AFSC.  We  seek  candidates  with  experi- 
ence in  the  above  areas  and  in  commu- 
nity organizing  and  with  a commitment 
to  nonviolence  as  a means  of  achieving 
social  justice.  Salary  range  begins  at 
$39,000,  with  excellent  benefits.  AFSC 
is  an  equal  opportunity,  affirmative  ac- 
tion employer.  Women,  people  of  color, 
lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual  people,  and 
people  with  disabilities  are  encouraged 
to  apply.  To  receive  AFSC  application 
please  send,  fax,  or  bring  resume/cover 
letter  to  Lynn  Brusseau,  AFSC,  980  N 
Fair  Oaks  Ave,  Pasadena,  CA  91103. 
Telephone:  (818)  791-2205.  Deadline 
for  receiving  resumes:  April  15,  1994. 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting 
subscriptions  (list  meeting),  and  $14 
for  low  income/student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin , 1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


ANAHOLA,  KAUA‘I,  HAW  API, 
Beachside  house,  sleeps  five  indoors. 
Reference  needed;  previous  good  care 
elderly  house.  No  phone,  TV,  radio,  mail 
delivery.  Bring  linens.  $378/wk  + $100 
deposit.  87-226  Holomalia  PI,  Nanakuli, 
HI  96792-3706. 

ADOPTION: 

Quaker  Couple  wish  to  adopt  baby  under 
18  months.  We  have  a 3 1/2  year  old 
daughter,  live  in  a small  town  and  are 
active  in  the  “co-op”  play  school.  Father 
is  high  school  English  teacher,  mother  is 
artist  at  home.  Many  references.  Please 
call  Sally  and  Bill  Kiely,  (206)  379-9702. 

FURNISHED  HOME  FOR  LEASE 

in  Bellingham,  Washington,  from  a Quaker 
family  taking  a year-long  sabbatical. 
Bellingham  is  90  miles  north  of  Seattle,  60 
miles  south  of  Vancouver,  Canada,  and  in 
close  proximity  to  the  San  Juan  Islands  and 
Cascade  Mountains.  Our  three- bedroom,  1 
1/2  bath  home  with  a large  garden  spot  is 
close  to  a park,  downtown,  and  Western 
Washington  University.  House  available 
June  15,  1994,  through  summer  1995  and 
will  lease  for  $950 per  month.  Contact  Jerry 
or  Iris  Graville,  1226  Newton  St, 
Bellingham,  WA  98226,  (206)  647-7836. 

BIG  ISLAND  HAWAII  FRIENDS 

invite  you  into  their  homes  for  mutual 
Quaker  sharing.  Donations.  HC1  Box  21- 
O,  Captain  Cook,  HI  96704.  (808)  328- 
8711,325-7323,  or  322-3116. 


Births 

• Malia  Brooke  Prescott,  bom  to 
Sandy  and  Jon  Prescott,  September 
3,  1993,  Eastside  Meeting. 

Marriages 

• Kathy  Anderson  and  Guy  Cloutier, 
December  26,  1993,  Pima  Meeting. 

Deaths 

• Mary  Delong-Foley,  University 
Meeting,  October  1993. 

• Bill  Basnight,  University  Meeting, 
October  24,  1993. 

• Hans  Frey,  Redwood  Forest 
Meeting,  December  31,  1993. 

New  Members 

• Paul  Brahce  (transfer  from  Univer- 
sity), Eastside. 

• Jonathan  Brown  (transfer  from 
Germantown,  PA),  University. 

• Keith  Crook  (transfer  Canberra 
[Australia]  Regional  Meeting), 
Honolulu. 

• Jim  Cypser,  Boulder. 

• Linda  Ellsworth  (transfer  from 
University),  Eastside. 

• Anne  Felton  (transfer  Canberra 
[Australia]  Regional  Meeting), 
Honolulu. 

• Judy  Hall,  Honolulu. 

• Stanley  Potter  (transfer  from  Mid- 
coast Meeting,  ME),  Multnomah. 

• Matt  Reese,  Orange  Grove. 

• Steve  Rekas,  Santa  Monica. 

• Denny  Wyatt,  Palo  Alto.a 


Drawing  by 
Etta  Marie  James, 
Eastside  Meeting. 
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SCHOOL 


FRIENDS 

Scattergood  Friends  School  is  a coeducational,  college 
preparatory,  boarding  and  day  high  school  for  55  students 

• Excellent  success  in  placing  graduates  in  colleges  and  universities 

• 4:1  student  to  faculty  ratio 

• Small  classes  and  attention  to  the  needs  and  interests  of  individuals 

• Extensive  outdoor  and  farm  experiences 

• Caring  and  supportive  community  life 

• Emphasis  upon  cooperation  rather  than  competition 

• Affordable  tuition  with  extensive  financial  assistance 

For  additional  information,  or  to  arrange  a visit, 
call  or  write,  Director  of  Admissions,  Scattergood  Friends  School, 
1951  Delta  Ave.,  West  Branch,  LA  52358-8507  (319)  643-7600 
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96,  97,  98,  99,  •&, 

Finity 

by  Allen  Hubbard,  Boulder  Meeting 

A group  of  kindergartners  on  my  school  bus  were  demonstrating  their  new 
knowledge  of  numbers.  Up  the  count  went,  past  ten,  past  twenty,  and  they  were 
very  quick  and  careful  to  correct  occasional  lapses  in  order.  Excitement  grew.  This 
was  heady  stuff.  "Ninety-six,  ninety-seven,  ninety-eight,  ninety-nine, ..."  Silence. 
What  came  next?  Nobody  knew. 

Suddenly  a little  voice  chirped,  "Finity!" 

"What's  finity?" 

"Finity  is  what  comes  after  everything  else." 

Next  day,  they  counted  again  and  as  they  entered 
the  nineties,  their  expectancy  was  palpable.  "Ninety- 
seven,  ninety-eight,  ninety-nine,  finity,  finity,  yeaaaa!" 

I chuckled  and  drove  on  down  the  road,  but  later 
I made  a connection:  "Suffer  the  children  ...,  for  of 
such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven."  Could  the  "King- 
dom of  Heaven"  have  something  to  do  with  "finity?" 

Could  the  secret  of  a "child  of  God"  be  the  ability  to 
embrace  what  she/he  cannot  grasp,  to  anticipate  and 
enjoy  that  which  is  just  beyond  knowing?  Might  we 
be  a little  closer  if  we  could  end  our  prayer  or  medi- 
tation with  "finity,  finity,  yeaaaa!?"  ■ 


Announcements 


Drawing  by  Sharon  Gates, 
Orange  Grove  Meeting. 


THE  ELIZABETH  ANN  BOGERT  MEMORIAL  FUND 

Overseers  of  the  Elizabeth  Ann  Bogert  Memorial  Fund  make  grants  of  up  to  $500  each  to  individuals  involved  in  the  study 
and  practice  of  Christian  mysticism.  Proposals,  letters  of  reference,  and  inquiries  should  be  sent  to  Bogert  Fund,  Friends 
World  Committee  for  Consultation,  1506  Race  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  Deadline  for  application  is  May  1, 1994. 

THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  FRIENDS  OF  AFRICAN  DESCENT 

"Rejecting  Violence,  Renewing  Unity — Addressing  the  Spiritual  and  Social  Needs  of  Our  Community"  will  be  the  theme 
of  the  1994  Gathering  of  the  Fellowship  of  Friends  of  African  Descent,  to  be  held  at  the  Resurrection  Center,  Woodstock, 
Illinois  (near  Chicago),  August  12-14, 1994.  Interested  Friends  may  contact  The  Fellowship  of  Friends  of  African  Descent, 
1515  Cherry  St,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102,  (215)  241-7230.  Friends  in  the  West  may  also  contact  Eric  Reed  at  Quaker  House, 
2153  Vine  St,  Berkeley,  CA  94709,  (510)  843-7333. 

PENDLE  HILL  YOUTH  PROGRAMS 

High  School  students  of  all  cultural  and  religious  backgrounds  are  invited  to  a workcamp  split  between  living  at  Pendle 
Hill  and  living  downtown  at  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting's  Friends  Workcamp  Center.  Dates:  July  17-24,  1994. 
Registration  fee,  $35,  applied  to  total  cost  of  $330.  Limit  18,  for  grades  9-12.  For  more  information  call  (800)  742-3150. 
College-age  youth  will  work  in  local  community  service  agencies,  on  campus  at  Pendle  Hill,  and  as  staff  for  the  High 
School  Workcamp.  Dates:  June  16-July  30, 1994.  Applications  due:  April  1, 1994.  Cost:  None.  Pendle  FTill  provides  room, 
board,  and  a stipend  of  $800.  Limit  6,  for  people  18-24. 

ISOLATED  FRIENDS  SEEK  QUAKER  VISITORS 

In  an  effort  to  increase  contact  and  sharing  with  other  Quakers,  the  members  of  the  Big  Island  Preparative  Meeting  are 
trying  something  new:  Friends  Aloha  Homes.  Friends  around  the  Big  Island,  tucked  between  volcanoes,  beaches  and 
other  scenic  sights,  are  offering  their  homes  to  traveling  Friends.  Donations  will  be  used  to  help  members  attend  PYM  to 
recharge  their  Quaker  batteries. 

Contact  Nancy,  telephone  (808)  328-8711  or  325-7323.  Mahalo  and  hope  to  see  you.  ■ 


